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same as the forward one. A country might pass from barbarity to
civilization and from civilization to constitutional rule, but when
it falls back it is likely to skip the intervening step, at any rate
for a period, and the revolution becomes French or Russian in
nature. Furthermore, what real difference is there between the
state of Nature and the 'politic body'? The only difference is
the agreement to abide by the decision of the majority, an
agreement which itself required absolute unanimity. What it
comes to, therefore, is that revolution is justified because the
dissolution of all government would lead back to that state of
Nature in which men unanimously agreed to accept in future
the decision of the majority. And this, in practice, gets us no
farther, for in the state of Nature, even though it be composed
of men who, as Professor Vaughan has described them, 'have
pored themselves pale over the Sermon on the Mount3, the
absence of any constitutional form means that in the end the
power of the strongest must necessarily prevail when it comes
to a clash of interests; in the 'politic body' this fact is raised to
constitutional and moral dignity by calling it a majority deci-
sion. For all his protests about the sanctity of rights and for all
his careful limitations of when the people are justified in rebel-
ling, in the case of actual revolution he falls back on the will of
the greatest number, whether the object of their wills be the
protection of rights or not. Instead of accomplishing what he
set out to do, that is to make a change of government possible
by establishing some basic frame or constitution embodying
fundamental moral principles which a government ought to
respect, or by setting up against the government an authority
responsible for the safeguarding of those principles, he, in
effect, has to admit that to follow the will of the majority con-
stitutes the only safeguard against the return to a state of Nature.
Unfortunately, history shows that at any given time it is the
minority rather than the majority who are convinced that their
rights are being disregarded. Marx himself gave very excellent
reasons why the proletariate itself, when it comes to a vote, votes
against the revolution which is to give it 'dictatorship'. All great
reforms are the result of the work of a small number who see